INSPECTORATUL ŞCOLAR JUDEŢEAN, BUZĂU
OLIMPIADA DE LIMBA ENGLEZĂ
ETAPA LOCALĂ- FEBRUARIE  2007
Clasa a 9-a


I. Fill each of the numbered blanks with a suitable word: (10 points)
My father was a jack of all trades in those days, as ……………(1) all village schools headmasters: digging holes for swimming pools……………(2) a full-time labourer, marking out athletics tracks in the manner ……………(3) a professional, teaching arithmetic to the top class in……………(4) time as he had free. The……………(5) he did, the more was expected of him by the village community, as if he should……………(6) every waking hour to the well-being of his pupils. And he did. Nowadays one hears people talk of headmasters as if they…………(7) accountants, balancing their……………(8) as efficiently……………(9) they can. I think I’d……………(10) have been a headmaster in the old days.

II.
a. Rephrase the following sentences beginning as shown:  (10 points)
1.The roof of the house has to be mended by all means.
   The roof needs…………………………………………
2. They have dealt with such problems for years.
   Such problems…………………………………..
3. It would have been better for her not to say it aloud.
    She…………………………………………………….
4. We haven’t got enough money to fly to Madrid.
    It’s too…………………………………………….
5. It was such a difficult journey that it took John nearly ten hours.
    The journey………………………………………………………..
b. Rephrase the following sentences using the word given, without changing it:
1.John last saw his parents ten years ago. SEEN
…………………………………………………
2. It’s too cold to go outside without a coat. ENOUGH
…………………………………………………………
3. Wouldn’t it be marvellous to live in a house like that! WISH
………………………………………………………………….
4. We enjoyed ourselves in the mountains despite the bad weather. WAS
…………………………………………………………………………….
5. The exam was essential, that’s why he took it. UNLESS
……………………………………………………………..

III. Use the words in brackets to form one word that fits in the same numbered spaces in the texts: (10 points)
For a work that is often regarded as one of the key operas of the (1)(TWENTY) century, there are surprisingly few (2)(STAND) performances of Wozzeck. This new version is just about the best around at the moment. Although there are moments which are far from perfect -  the interpretation of the character of Wozzeck is only occasionally successful - at others the characterisation and singing are (3)(IMPRESS), especially the almost (4)(FAULT) performance of Angela Denoke as Marie. Denoke has just the right mix of passion and (5)(TENDER); her cruel treatment at the hands of fate produces a final scene which is genuinely touching.

Smell, one of the most evocative and probably the most underrated of human senses, is today reduced to little more than an exercise in clever (6)(MARKET). Alongside leather goods, sportswear and furnishing fabrics, fragrance is just another weapon in the arsenal of the luxury goods industry. Millions are spent on (7)(SEARCH) projects to find out what fragrance the broadest band of consumers want. But however (8)(CLEVER) promoted, such fragrances are no match for the real thing. Happily, there are still some fragrances (9)(SUFFICE) eclectic to be worn by people who value individuality. These are the cult fragrances, made in the old-fashioned way, which rely on (10)(DISCERN) individuals, rather than advertising images, to spread the word. 

IV. Correct any mistakes you find in the following sentences:  (5 points)
1.By the time we got to the theatre the play already started. ……………………………………………………………...
2. I ate pretty the same much as the last time I went to his restaurant.
……………………………………………………………………….
3. Just think, this time last week we rode a camel in the desert!
…………………………………………………………………
4. I prefer Tarantino’s films than Oliver Stone’s.
…………………………………………………..
5. He has worked like a clerk for the same bank for most of his life.
………………………………………………………………………
V. Put the verbs in brackets into a suitable tense:  (10 points)
“Why (1)……………(you smell) that cheese, Ted?” 
“I (2)……………(think) about eating it, of course!”
“Well, I (3)……………(not think) that’s a very good idea. It (4)……………(look) a bit strange and it (5)……………(definitely smell) off.”
“Maybe, but I bet it (6)……………(taste) great!”
“Well, I (7)……………(realise) it’s up to you but don’t say I didn’t warn you!”
(Half an hour later).
“Ooooh Donald, I (8)……………(not feel) too well.”
“Well, to be honest, that (9)……………(not surprise) me one little bit. You (10)……………(seem) almost determined to make yourself ill at times!”
VI. Write a 250 words narrative beginning as follows:  (45 points)
“She was sitting there, on the roof, in her rocking chair, looking at the sky.”

NOTĂ: Toate subiectele sunt obligatorii. Timp de lucru: 3 ore. Se acorda 10 puncte din oficiu.
